
EUROPE.
Railroad Enterprise in the Otto¬

man Empire.

RUSSIAN PROGRESSION.

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN AUSTRIA,

A Gloomy Picture of the Future
of Spain.

The budget of European correspondence which
we present to the readers of the Herald this morn¬
ing, from our special agents abroad, la of more than
ordinary importance.

RUSSIA.
More About the Railroad Project*.'Their Com-
osercial importance.Mhort Cat to Iudla.A
Few YVordu About Alaaka.The AdraatagM
of tb* Proposed Siberian Railroad.The Puttl
Furor.

St. PKrEKSBCBo, Feb. 12, 1899.
I hare spoken till now only of the railway lines

already approved and authorized by government, and
their vital importance is certainly not to be denied. Y et
their sphere 01' action, being chiefly conflned to home
Interest* and at most somewhat modifying our com¬
mercial intercourse with the nearest of our neighbor¬
ing States, may be cailcd narrow If compared with
the immense results that will accrue to the world at
large from the lines which will probaDly very shortly
t>e deliberated upon and be constructed at no very
distant period; I mean the Siberian line and the line
between the Aral and the Caspian seas. The latter is
more than a mere supposition even now. A few daya
hgo the papers made the announcement that a pri¬
vate company lias Just been authorized to institute the
necessary investigation ot the whole tract of land
between tUs two seas with a view to the construc¬
tion of a railroad. This lino will bring us into Im¬
mediate contact witli many parts ot Central Asia and
very nearly with India.
Though the latter circumstance may oa one han d

pive umbrage to England, whose dislike of what
Europe calls our "encroachments" in Asia is well
known, as well as her constant dread of our inter-
lenng with her Indian provinces; yet on the other
she will probably tret reconciled to the line, because
once joined with our other Inland and Volga lines It
will afford her a short cnt to India, which should be
most welcome to her from a commercial point of
view. The transit through Russia, when open, will
spare the Anzlo-Indlan trade a vast circuit, with the
attending costs and loss of time. We shall then have
tne satis/action ol seeing tue commerce of one of
our greatest rivals partlv dependent on us; thomrh
not ror existence, still lor some very essential facil¬
ities: and England's commerce is so closely con¬
nected with her politics that this consideration will
surely Influence lier favorably for us. The other
(Treat line, of winch the necessity is daily more (elt,is one uniting Moscow with Nlcolaievsk on the
Amour. The question is mnch discussed in political
and commercial circles and will be started veryshortly in good earnest. The day, then, Is perhaps
not distant when we may steam along from St.
Petersburg to San Francisco and New l'ork with
only one short Interruption. There is not a soul
here bnt rejoices at the progress of such direct com¬
munication with the only country on the face of the
earth which we honestly thine our fast natural
friend. Nothing couid Impair our good feeling
towards America but a collision of interests, than
which nothing is more unlikely, and a greaterfacility of intercourse can but increase it.
On one subject alone a certain soreness Is

coupled with the name of America, and that
is the sale of the Alaska territory. But even on
tins one point we all leel that it would be unjust
to keep a grudge against your government, as it is
not to be expected that anybody-^*; it a private man
or a nation.should refuse an excellent bargain
when almost«Oni The general feeling is that it
is better for us our former American possessions are
in our hands than in anybody else's, but that, U we
were to lo3e thera, it would have been better still
they should have been a free love gift to our trans¬
atlantic frienus than to have bartered them away for
such a mere nominal price as that we got.
The results or the projected Siberian line, which

must end in a Juncture ot the far West and the far
East, with regard to China, to Japan and other adja¬
cent Asiatic countries can of coarse be only dimly
conjecture,!; but on# thing is sure, it must serve as
an opening to these populations, which are visibly
panting for more eilx.w room au J a wider intel¬
lectual sphere, crammed as they are within their
hitherto impenetrable barriers. The first bold
step is taken. China has openly expressed the wish
to become one of the great family of nations and
States; and, iudeed, why should the rank and privi¬
leges of "great Power" be denied to all but a few
members of tne narrow Buropeao circle, with Its an¬
tiquated restrictions and prejudiced views or things t
Why shou.d not a < inuese and Japanese ambassador
occupy a seat at some international conference or in
the diplomatic corps of every great capital f The
time ol exdosivenesa, of separatum, is gone by.
they say. It m time that tuese live nations should
become something more than pompous, high sound¬
ing words. Anyhow, Jir. liurllngame and his
Ci.inese suite are' very impatiently expected hero.
We now have a Kotiian fcrnbawy parading about our
principal streets In their queer Asiatic dress and at¬
tracting general notice as they stand bel'ore the win¬
dows ol our richest suops staring at the line things
within, amung wmcn bronze articles.wluch
they take for gold. most arouses the.r admi¬
ration. However behindhand we may be
in some tilings at houie, we certainly carryoiviiizau <n into .isla, and me results are not long in
bhowinK themselves in a d uly more decided leaningof most Asiatic f>ot uUucns to*aids UusSian pro-
tot-hula and u. aiiCf.
TUi« is, I bc.i.ve, 'he third letter la which I intended

to approach a topic 01 tuo Inchest importance. ho
1menial airairs oI owOmim. But it is a subject
*.iuca »u; require almost a wboie letter, aui u
therefore nut ,o be d.ult with as yei to-day. I do not

1 '^rei it, however, because I hope to Lu jvt sotue-
t.liag more detinue uuout the conflict which is now
penauig between tue wu.te and black ciergy, the
umnks and the secular priests. It Is a question
wtucu fn.iu.il be touched JUicUUy. and thereiore uad
better be poeipoueX
Now Frtnco Mt.io.as la goneAdcllaa, Patil rel«n«

euprnme. The admiration she excites Is aun to
frenzy. Boxes and ucalrs are not to be had lor lore
or money. A i:isly v. as ou'ercd 500 rouinos for tae
use of her box lor oue night and refused. I quite
agree with the Irien.l who loid me the otorjr that it
wa.i just as loohsh to reluse xuch au oiler as to make
It. And. with all that conno.aseurs say, Adeluia
PatU Is far less a Kreat artist, In (he noblest sense of
the word, than Lucca, who, though rnu u applauded,
is far from arousmg t-ucu outrageous lanati-
eism. Vou wu scarcely believe mat poor
old Mario is id lor a particle of triumph,
too, and that of the moot romantic kind.
Anstocratlc gossip is ,'rea.ly excited by a little
piquant episode to tviiiUithu uppearauce ol the old
lavorite h..s glvea rise. A lady, one oi the fashions-
uie world, coolly declared to her husband.by the
bye, he was a model husltand, and very much m love
with bis handsome wUe.that she had loved nun
three years, but ttiat uo.v she loved the divine Mario
and was golnt' to j«iu nun. taking her eidest little
girl with her and leaving him tue baby. The ho baud,
thinking it a gO'*l Joke, void her ne woul 1 help her
to pack up her things, ;.ud when she ready did bolt
in broad day, sen Hug ins tenants about with her
trunks and driving to the station in ins carriage, lio
waa so aghast that hn never tnougitt oi stopping,haid ytknowin.i whethor he was awake or asleep.Uis friends .^ay au tells the tale with more wonder
than sorrow. As to tae sequel I have not been able
to ascertain any thing, but I think it is at least doubt¬
ful how lar the iw'.y's geif-aacrlflcu. taoigii compli¬
mentary, may havu been acceptable to her idol.

GERMANY.
Tin Roimanlnn Imbroglio.New Weapon*.
The Bimi-.i « k A»,»u»»iiiuilon Cunarri.Fine
Chance Tor Deux-ilvce.Humboldt's* On-
leiuufj.Pcmnn 1 1 iv.

PtRLIN, Feb. 18, 1909.
It la generally believed here that Colonel Von

Krenaky, who was charged with the reorganization
of the Roumanian army alter Prussia's pattern, will
cot return to Bucharest, where, as reported yon. he
bad difficulties with the French military officers.
While the Prussian army has not unfrequently fur¬
nished Gengan and foreign States the means of reor¬

ganising their armiea by detaching officers and men
m preceptors, It has generally been unsuccessful In

the East, especially In Turkey, and the officers sent
bad usually to give way to the rival spirit and
intrigue brought to bear against theiu. The Turkish
artillery la aald to form the only exception, ami, in¬

deed, a number of Prussian artillery officers are now

la the Ottoman service. If the Roumanian force has

any pretensions to modern organization they are cer¬

tainly dne to the Prussian officers, two or three of
whom are still fie re. but will eoon be recalled.
The peaceful Intentions which govern all ttaropeaa

States, as Count Blsmarok says, do not prevent the

constant manufacture of war implements and almost

dally Improvenltenta In ordnance and breech- oauing
oiuakeu. There la, for instance, Uie much praised

1 Vetterii repeating gun recently tried la France.
It admits twenty cartridges in tu magazine, and
forty show are said to bare been flred In a minute.

i The new Peartoa musket glvea tweotl-two abota
per mlnnte, and another, Invented by Meyerhofer,was recently tried nere, when it gave, in the bands
of the inventor, fifteen shots in inlrty-aix seconds.
It ought to be stated, however, that whon tried on

a large scale, the result of these breech loadera falls
generally short. This was but lately apparent after
Russia's adoption of the Carle needle gun, supposed
to give, in the hands of ordinary marksmen twelve,
in those of skilled eighteen shots per minute, but
which, when given to the troops and uaed in quick
firing did not average over five to six shots per
minute. A lew of the most practised achieved fif¬
teen shots, which is nearly equal to the average re¬
sult or the Prussian Urjse gun, being fourteen shots
per minute. The Werder gun, which Havana la
about adopting for its army, u asserted to fire
eighteen shots per minute, though wben tried here
at the Spandau arsenal it would yield not over
twelve to thirteen snots. The experiments with re¬
volving and Gatllng guns. Interrupted during the
winter, will soou recommence, though it is freely ad¬
mitted that these weapons afford no great advantage
in tbe open Held, while their profitable employment
In the defence of stationary works, such as the
ditches or parapets of a besieged fortress, is to be
tested sttll further.
The Kmu /.fitting is hard at work to show that

the late canard respecting a designed assassination
of Count Bismarck was not without some foundation.
The official journal speaks of a vouug man at Gratz
who, having uttered menaces against the Count's life,
soon after luit the place. The eccentricities of this
person were known to everybody, and would not
have been noticed by tbe police if attention had not
been attracted by his departure. Information hav¬
ing been given to Count Beust he thought fit to trans¬
mit tbe alarming matter to the Austrian ambassador
here, Count Wiuiplen, who, of course, promptly noti¬
fied the authorities. It adds that the Prussian am¬
bassador in Vienna has been instructed to thank
Count Beust for this communication, evincing Aus¬
tria's loyaltv, and to indicate that tbe former inti¬
mate connection might be fuiiv restored U Prussia
could but cease to behold In the Immediate vicinity
or the seat of the imperial government the focus of
hostile agitations (ex-George at Hletzing), and
boasting, as it were, of the protection afforded
them by Austrian hospitality. Suffice it to saythat a boat of spies and detectives were set
to work to discover a trace of the travellingwould-be assassin, but all In vain. This reminds us
of a luQicroos affair, said to have happened some
yean ago, when Prussia employed an agent m Switz¬
erland to watch some German democrats who
had sought refuge there. This precaution so
pleased the Austrian government that it followed
suit at once and likewise sent an agent. It then hap¬
pened that the two agents oecame acquainted with
each other and soon were friends, and tuat both
were desirous ofmaking a pleasure trip to sunny Italy,
but, of course, not at their own expense. Setting their
wits to work they accomplisned the matter in the
following manner:.The Prussian agent wrote to the
Minister here that he had wind of a dangerous Ger¬
man demagogue (and here be named nls Austrian
friend) who was preparing to leave for Italy; that
this Individual had purchased a dagger, the hilt of
which was surrounded by a broken crown, with a
pierced heart beneath It; that the suspicious party
was doubtless repairing to a demagogue congress for
the wholesale murder of all sovereigns, and that,
therefore, a sharp look out would be necessary; bis
Excellency would do well to send him the means for

a careful surveillance. A letter of precisely the same
contents was sent by the Austrian agent to Vienna,
naming, of course, the Prussian as the dangerous in¬
dividual in question. Both were promptly suppliedwith funds by tneir governments, and enjoyed a de¬
lightful trip to Italy, whence they duly reported a
variety of tearful stories. Finally both wrote home
that owing to their watchfulness the conspirators
had become scared and that all dauger had ceased.
Fiatapplicatio, probably thought the Official Gazette,
and thinks so still, as it is quite enamored with its
cock and bull story, and anon strives to resurrect
the Hanoverian Btudent, though it is more than a
week since he has given np the ghost.

It Is intended to celebrate here the contennlal birth¬
day of Alexander Von Humboldt, September 14, of
the present year, In grand style, and to do honor to
his memory with particular emphasis as a demon¬
stration against present reactionary tendencies in
high circles and the many knaves prospering under
the cloak of religion. This great luminary in the
.denude world resided here for many years, and
was made an honorary citizen, so that the Berlin
jubilee.has not Humboldt everywhere a niche In
the temple of fame.will be headed by the city au¬
thorities and joined by the University, scientific and
other societies, trades and mechanics unions, and
all liberals, high or low.

It Is whispered In diplomatic circles that the
Countess of Flanders (a princess of Hohenzoliern-
Slguiarlngen ^descent) Is enceinte.a circumstance
doubly Interesting on account of its political signifi¬
cance, as her husband, in consequence of the late
death of the Belgian Crown Prince, is now heir of
the tnrone.
The latest accounts from St. Petersburg furnish

surmises respecting the feeble health of tlie Cesare-
wltcn, asserting that ho suffers from the saino com¬
plaint which carried off his elder brother some year*
ago while at Nice.

AUSTRIA.

Speculative Enterprise.Amrriaa Capitalists
and TarkUh Railway*.Projected Lines In
the Ottoman Empire.Revision of ttie Aus¬
trian MarriageLawStreet Ballmad Pro-
j6Ct£«

Vienna, Fob. 18, 1806.
The spirit 01 co-operative or Joint stock enterprise,

which the currency troubles of Great Britain and
the political anxieties of France hare struck dead
for a time In those oonntries, was never more active
than now in Vienna and Pr»th, where we have
neither a bullion currency nor an ever Impending
revolution to disturb men's minds and shake their
resolves. It is, probably, this conhiderutlon which
has determined Daoud Pasha, the Turkish Minister
lor Public Works, to turn his eteps to Vienna, rather
than to London or Paris, with a view to
induce a company of capitalists to supply
European Turkey with a few main lines
of railroads. The negotiator will not return
empty handed. He has enjoved from the first the
friendly countenance of Count von Beuat and the
Imperial ministry, and this fact, coupled with the
notorious one ttiat the French and British govern¬
ments are as anxious as that or the Austro-Hunga-
rian empire is to see European Turkey provided
with a network of railroads, which will be as useful
to her lor the purposes of defence ad those of Russia
will be for the purpose of aggression, serves partly
to explain Daoud Pasua'a respectable though not
complete success.

Ills success must be so qualified bocause
he has been obliged to throw overboard for
the prose:u his branch linen. The project with
which ne carat' to Vienna was to secure the c .uwiruc-
tlon of a main line from Consumuiioplc .o lirood,
u point Just within the military frontier of Austria,
on tuts point.ami it is the main point.lie ha.- t>een
snooetwiiil. Tie line is to run in u noruiwes.'jriy
direction irom Constantinople, touching Adrianopie.
Pmuppopolt. iaUr-Bajar. lskub, >'ovi Bazar, B sna-
son. in Bosnia and lastly Brood, above Mentioned.
The line will be 1,374 kilometres la length. The
branch lines, which haw fa.ien through lor the pre¬
sent, but which it may still be of interest to mention,
were.First, r.-oin Adrianopie to Varna, on the
Black Sea; second, from Acliianople to Euos on the
A.wa n, mid, tnln, from Iskub to ."ulonikl.
The capital required lor the < oustructlon of the

Are: ula one is set down at 41&SM,00Q(. A itroup of
Vienueao. Parisian an 1 London money houses
have accepted ttie concession. The Viennese
moneyed houses subacidoe sixty-two per cent of tin
capital, those ol Paris tutrty-three per cent, and
tho*e of London are rei-re^-nted by the modest figureof Ave per cent. The construction ol 'he une is tobe eommmced at scv« :ai points so soon as the shares
have been emitted lo the public. The mmcmIob is
lor ninety year', and t.ie Turkish Koverument guar¬antees a yearly profit of ui,i/a francs per Kilometreand ccde.i ail the ua..es and forests lying within tenKilometres of either aide of the lino to the cones**
nonnaWtM, oa condi.un of ttie pavment of ten percent of the net annual profits of Ute mines and twenty
per cent of the woods. *

Frotn Turkish railwars to West Austrian roar-
ri'ige laws is an abrupt turn, yetlfihali make it.
Oue of the liberal mcui»crs of tue House of Ueputteshas brought in a Mil u> remodel the law
of narttaao. it proposes to m«ka a civil
marriage obligatory, leaving the partes iree
to contract a religious one also. It also pro¬
poses to legalize divorces in cases <if aduii*ry and
extreme ca^es of other genre*. The West Austrian
government, however, do not like the bill, and as
they cannot defend the existing law of marriage
they propose an a.i alternative apermissivecivil u.Jf-
riage, sach as exists in most ol tne Uut< s of the
(Boa and la the Kritlsh Nslcs. The gimsrnmsat
sp' akers contend that a penalsaive civil marriage ts

a more liberal idea than a compulsory one. On tie;
point of divorce, however, the proposed bill Is too
lioeral for them. The Minister of Justice, speaking
from the Roman Catholic standpoint, declared that
the institution of divorce ran directly counter to
the consciences of the Austrian people. The
bill was further opposed from tne Jewish
and Protestant sides on the opposito ground
that it was not liberal enough. The J<)ws, as i* wed
known, have a very liberal divorce law, peculiar to
themselves, and the I'rotestsnis of Austria iuso have
already more extended privileges In the way of
divorce than t he lioputy's bill.which proposes te
deal aiikti with the Roman Catholics. Protestants
and Jews in tins respect.will allow the two latter.
Hence a denominational opposition has arisen
against tnls bill, and what between the conservative
opposition ol the majority, and the liberal opposition
of the deuouilnaiion.il minorities, the Mil's chances
of success seem exceeding small. Nevertheless It
will probably not be without frnit, for from Its
ashes will aitse other bids which will render the
West Austrlau Marriage law more In accordance
than It now is with the principles whlcn la this
century have fuund general recognition la the ad¬
vanced communities of tne West.

urate, the capital of 8tyria, numbering some
flO.OO'i Inhabitants, and called by the celebrated
traveller, J. 0. Kohl, "the capital of the Alps," has
Just, by tne vote of its town council, agreed to adopt
kiwi railroads. Tho OMMMStonnairw ure a company
of Vienna capitalists. The uonoessloa runs for sixty
years, and tue company contracts to pay one per
cent of the gross prodis to the corporation of the

| iowu lor tue use of the corporate land. The Ant

Une of the network contracted for la to be completed
before the end of thto year. Bruon, Moravia's capi¬
tal, Dm also surridered itself to ft street Hllftl
.r-r
The Journals of Craoow ftad Lemberg announce

the death. on the 8th of this 'month, of the Count
Cuar Plater, one of the heroes of the l'olUU insuiw
notion of 18S1. The deceased Count died in Posen,
and was the cousin and companion in danger of the

; ill-fated heroine, the Countess Krnily Plater.

The Bank at War with the Htaf .The
G'seehian Kalteration.

Vienna, Feb. 18, 1889.

| Those old lovera, the Austrian government and
the privileged national Austrian bank, who "fell
out in the summer of 1888, are now at open war with
each other, and tlie »ank directors have Just re¬
ceived from a general meeting of the shareholders
instructions to Issue ft writ against the government
for the sum necessary to matte np the seven per
ceut interest on the bank capital, as guaranteed by
the government on the second renewal of the
bank charter In 1883. This sum, as I stated
in a previous letter, was set down by the
directors at 86a,40# florins, but an amend¬
ment was made by one of the shareholders
to reduce the sum to 340,648 florins, by anothor made

I of making up the balance sheet, which would in-
I crease the profits made during the year by 338,885

florins. This amendment was ultimately carried
against the directors, the result being that the
shareholders get an increase of dividend and the
government a decrease in the demand made npon
them by the bank. However, as between the bank
and the government the question is one of principle
more tttay one of amount.
The point raised by the amendment is a nice one

and may interest your bank shareholding public. A
part of the capital of the bank Is invested in mort¬
gages (tfarux Brtyt), and this sum was reckoned in
the balance sheet at the purchase price, wlitcU watt
80.88 per nominal hundred. These mortgages are
stook exchange securities, and their quotation on
the 3lst December, 1888, the balance sheet day, stood
at 93.45 per cent, showing that if the bank had sold
the next day they could have realized a handsome
profit on the 10,246,200 nominal amount held by it.
Was the difference between the pnrcha e price and

the reckoning day's quotation to be recognized as a
profit divisible among the shareholders f /'No," said
the directors, "lor the possible profit never was
realized." "Yes," said the shareholders party, "for
it U not less a protit because unrealized." How the
matter would nave been decided by a court of ex-

Berts uninterested in the question may be doubtful;
ut the shareholders present were not disinterested,

for they wsnted a hiirner dividend. The government
commissioner, who was present, gave liis opinion,
as a jurist, in favor of the amendment, but he also
was an interested party. Thus It came about that
the directors were overborne. On one point, how¬
ever, the directors and shareholders were thoroughly
united, and that was to press the suit against the
government. So we have an interesting trial in
prospect, which promises to be the cause oilei/re of
the year as the Ebcrgeuyi murder trial was that of
last year.
The University of Vienna at the commencement of

its present terra numbered 3,439 students, a figure
which had never been previously obtaiued.
The emigration of Czechian famiJes from Bohemia

to the Caucasus, where the Russian government
offers them settlements, continues. The movement
has effected even the Czechs in the United States.
The national journals are parading the fact that al¬
ready twenty-seven farndies have left the United
States and sought for homes in the Caucasus. An
emigration from tho United States to the Caucasus 1
This is certes a novelty In the history of modern civ¬
ilization.

SPAIN.

Lively Prospect* In tbe Cortes.Chances of
the Prince of Braganza as hiBg of Spain.
The Mexican Expedition.

Madrid, Feb. 18, 1889.
The Cortes has not yet completed its permanent

organization. It is still passing upon cases of con¬
tested elections, and the debates are growing rather
warm. The republicans are beginning to hold up
and criticise severely the acts of the provisional gov¬
ernment, and It Is clear that we are to have an
abundance of lively and spirited debates. The gov¬
ernment Is consolidating tho various "liberal" forces
(as they call every phase of political opinion that is
in any way reactionary), and we shall soon have the
monarchical question up for decision. The republi¬
cans present a solid phalanx of sixty or seventy
members, which is not to be dssj^tsad even by the
vain provisional government, ai it will discover.
There la an unusual amount just now of
Intrigue, wirepulling, underground operations of all
kluds and venality in political circles. Lite a gam¬
bler who has lost heavily but striving to recover his
losses, Montpensler is spending his money with a
lavish hand. It is asserted that ills friends are now
engaged in buying up the members of the Cortes,
and that they feel confident of success. There can
be bnt little question that Montpensler Is making
decided headway In his candidature. The press is

I becoming more unanimous for him, bnt their power
is really very little, and will affect the result but n
trifle. The Hrlm-Sairesta combination is now said to
l»e Dom Louis, present King of Portugal, as King of
Spain, and Dom Fernando as regent, oi the youthful
prince of the House of firagan/.a, now about fonr
years old. This would bring Italy aud Spain oloser
together, because the (jueen of Portugal is tho daugh¬
ter of Victor Emanuel of Italy. In many respects it has
elements of strength; but It Is douotful whether it
can be brought about just now. as I'rim finds he has
not the strengtn in the Cortes that he anticipated, as
proved by the tremendous and ignominious defeat
of his co-worker, Don SeOor Sebastlano Olozaga,
lor President of the Cortes. The question will be up
in a few days, it is thought, and then both sides will
develop their strength, so that we can pretty study
ascertain It.
The republicans swear that they will have no Icing

and tney will vote In any way to postpone the deci¬
sion of the question as long as possible. They argue
that every day's delay Is a step nearer to the repub¬
lic, and ttiey hold that they had better wait for years
aud lc-tve the government in the hands of a provi¬
sional junta, as it is now, rather than to have
a kin r saddled upon them. A revolution before

a monarchy, is their cry, and as they arc determined
and influential men yo;i mnv be asnured that they
will carry oat their threat. The formation of a
republic, in Its turn, would cause u civil war, because
the Carlists and all the supporters of pretenders to
the throne by divine ripht would at once try to real-
se r wishes by an appeal to arms. Viewed in
any light, the future of Spam promises to be dark,
Bloomy and bloody. The revolu'ion haj bnt lust be¬
gun, and we must have bloodshed before it has ter-
Diluted, NT the cool lookers on. 1 am of their
opinion, and I believe nothing can save the country
from tne horrors and calamities or a civil war, which
must come sooner or later. Where It will iirst ori¬
ginate uud on what ground It would be dinicult to
say, with the thouiand and ouu causes which one
may find, either of which w sufficient to sturt the
bloody worn. Any day may witness the outbreak,
but It may be many days before tae end U seen.
Civil were are lengthy and exhaustive in Spain, and
with modern Improvement, we do not know liow
long the affair may be prolonged. A couple of ten-
erailons mlgnt see the contest over.
The people are being fed Just now on editing re¬

ports of Carllst movement*. or how much truth there
is In them I confess myself entirely ignorant. For
three mouths we have ha<l these reports of mysteri¬
ous dcbiirns on tho part of Canlst leaders and the
friends oi tne ex-(ju-:en. "Alerts, Aier«a," Is heard
every dajr, and editors of some ol the extremely
liberal p-ip'rs daliy work themeoivei in a fever of
Indignation and patriotism over reports from the
frontier. As yet we have had no senous manifesta¬
tion ot the reac.tonary forces.

W hite tn»: e is a great deal of stuff nnd nnn*»nse
In these exhilarating purayra;,lis 01 the Madrid ,.i. ;s
there Is * me fourdatlon. There is undoubtedly a
great deal of hostile feeling in the country against
the present order of things, and, hs I have said above.
It mar break out at any inomeut. Meanwhile the
cry of wolf may bo ranted once too often. Tho rav¬
enous animal may make a foray on the gt ntlc lamln
of the revolution aud use them up bClore assistance Is
extended. For that reason It Is foolish to keep tne
peopie in a cons' ant suae or anxiety and alarm
when there is no ju it reairaa for it.
Ueueral Toboado lus gone to Paris, having com-

p.eiea) his work la .->pain. It is difficult to gut at the
laciKof tils operations here, but It is believed that
thej w.:re not -uc^e-ifui in consequent of tne
C&anga in the attitude of the govcrnmont alter it
hail i/een Informed that tne raited states could notlook upon another Muxlcau expedition, from wher¬
ever proceeding, with any degree of satisfaction.Messrs. Ser-ano and Him, having found thaUheywere treading on dangerous ground la giruigs >.pattiy and assistance to this conspirator against the
peaee of t'.io country with which its relations arefriendly ite^.in to throw cold water on the «cheme,but too* no effective steps to stop the enterprise.v nat Toboado ha., dona since ih*t time has i>eeri ao-gcompikshed without tne very active support ol tne jmemoers of the provisional government, whomanifested at firm a great interest In thomatter.

^
aom<> Spanish othecri have bom seducedInto entering a revolutionary srheme in Mcxioo,but I beliuvo the majority at out time engaged haveretired and will not accorai>any Santa Anna, Toboadoa «'o. to Mem o. The prompt ol closure of the¦Chemt by your correspondent itid othcn materiallyiiidfd in pn" nig a *1 >ii lo ii. II I It ik»" allowedto proceed unexposed robosda wouid not'ouothavolwen able to enlist hundred* of good officer* In hiscause, and thereby seriously imperil tho present,, " of Mexico. If men couldQtlMMlMBd to MM ma. As the enterprisehas not l>( en given up it will bo well to watcli Itsprogress lor some tlm to ome.

Intelligence Irora Portugal announces that thesituation remains very critical. The King is notvet sure ot his throne, lie Is transferring troops toStrategic and Important points with 4feit>w ol ee-
. curing bis posittoo. It is possible that f!fi may bearSi bis abdication oi forced retreat from his capital anyday Til* suggestion for an lbcrlan union Mtweenhnaln and Portugal does not seem to have met with

an agreeable reception In the latter country. The l or
tuirueea manirest no desire to tmcouie a*aln unitedwith the Spaniards, but. on the contrary, the influ¬ential papers sty that tlm onion yao t* per;«oted

only titer the dead body of the last Portuguese It
passed onr. They an bitterly hostile to the sohecae
and do not wish to dlsouss U or allude lo tt at all,
beoaoae It awakeas unpleasant memorial that better
be allowed to sleep. Possibly there Is a email knot
of political agitators who may favor the aoheme for
personal ends, but It M quite evident the neat man
of the people look upon the effort an too foolish and
absurd to be entertained for a moment. The Portu¬
guese are a different people from the Spaniards, and
they could never be brought Into a oioae union by
auy project jet devised.

FRANCE.

rnfrlendly Neighbor*.Parisian Batksdam (tor
Greece.Baron Hegaler'e Beslswntton and
the Reasons for It.The Emperor and Em¬
press at the Theatre.

paius, Feb. 18, 1809.
News from Italy continues very satisfactory. The

Emperor receives telegrams every day from the King
of Italy which are exchanged very regularly, but the
attacks made by the NurdthsuUche zeitung on Baron
Beust have excited some uneasiness at a time when
there Is a general wish to be friendly, with one's
neignbore. The German odlclal papers are not very
truthful, and that faot being known their assertions
must be less irritating than If they never deviated
from sincerity, but the Austrian Minister is openly
accused of trying to get up a coalition against
lYussia and of arraying the foreign Powers against
Germany. The relations meanwhile between Prussia
and France are on a better footing than they have
been for some time, chiefly in consequence ol their
coinciding views on the Eastern question.
The papers from Athens received in Paris convey

a very adequate notion of the warmth of human
blood in that climate. They are most violent, and
the national press in that part of the world would be

at least styled Improvident (the state of the Athenian
coffers and army being taken into consideration) If
we did not feel convinced that public organs In
Greece represent but the opinion of a turbulent and
anarchical minority.
Parisians, who know so little about nationalities

beyond the boundaries of the Hois dc Boulogne and
Montmartre. are Hellenic at the Bal de 1'OpOra every
Saturday, the Grecian costume and the story of the
young Spartan who allowed a wolf to irnaw his
stomach being the only traits they appreciate.
The Bourse itself is partial to the youug martyr
becauso he suffered rather than make restitution
for what he bad stolen, while roulette players,
expounding the history of Greece, contest the hero¬
ism of the monks of Arcadiou who were blown up
In their convent.it was a break up, say they, like
that of the Bunk of llomburg.and they bore it be¬
cause hey could not do otherwise. When the com-
mauder on the Enosls sent a ball Into Hobart Pacha's
frigate was he aware that this familiarity would give
rise to so much misconstruction in this advanced
and enlightened camtal f

A very awkward atlair has been that of the resigna¬
tion of Huron Siguier, who was I'rocureur Imperial
of Toulouse. Ills declaration that ho did not resign
voluntarily, bnt was forced so to do by the Injustice
of the reproaches heaped on him lor not beiug suf¬
ficiently severe with the local press, Is one of those
avowais whlcn the opposition papers glory over and
make much, of, mo3t justly; but however justly it
must not be forgotten that the Segulers were embit¬
tered, and If tiie Baron was watched this espionage,
from the moment he knew of its existence, should uot
have been accepted by him as a matter of course, but

Erotosted asainst before he avowed that ' his spies
ad been ill-selected." The position must have been

unbearable, Its simple exposure most damaging to
all concerned, and no one can read It without sur¬
mising, on the nature of relations between high
magistrates and the Minister of Justice, a state of
things which the emperor vows shall henceforth be
reformed, "for," said ho when the affair reached his
ears, "could the Barou address the court under the
supervision of the secret police f"
This reminds me that Napoleon III. much amused

the public of the Porte St. Martin a 9hort time since,
when attending the performance of the drama "La
Datue de Mousoreau," by A. Dumas, now beiug
played there. lie laughed outright at one part,
when an actor says that the throue of France is
like a bench, nothing more, on which any one could
sit down; but tho Emperor made the whole theatre
laugh in a second part, when a minister walks up to

a theatrical hero performing the part of King lienry
111. aud says, with an indescribable French shrug,
"See, your Majesty, what a police you have got P»
At this Napoleon looked around for the Prefect of
his police, *n:o whom he arnled and imitated the
shrug. M. Pietrl could but applaud like the rest of
the spectators, but It must have been hard, very
hard. The same performance was marked by
another event connected with the Empress. She
was resting her arm on tha velvet cushion before
her when she fancied some one touched it, and
withdrew in order to make room for a neighbor in
the next box, on whose part of the cushion she
thought she might have been infringing, but soon
forgetting the incident her arm was again rouuded
near her bouquet. This time thero was no doubt
olMmt it; some one did Intentionally scratch her,
and, turning to face the party, a splendid petition
was pushed in her hand, and the suggestive author
jerked back without showing his face.

ROME.

Restrictlona on Charity.l.nuduble Conduct of
American Ladles.The Carnival and The*
atrlcals. ,

Rous, Feb. 17, 1800.
Americans In Rome find it difficult to follow the

poet's maxim,
"Do goad by itaalth, and bluih to find It fame."

Charity has to be regulated by tuc police, and peo¬
ple cannot give to the poor, except to street beggars,
without the permission of the Governor of Rome.
The fair directresses of the bazaar which was lately
got up at the American clab rooms were Interfered
with in their preparations by the police, and their
remonstrances, that in America they never required
any authorization to minister to the wants of the in¬
digent, were mot by the rejoinder that in Amenoa,
being a republic, people could do what they liked, but
that in Rome, there is a government and a governor,
people must live according to.the laws. I suppose
Monaignor Randi fancies that a republic Is a ynony-
mous with a permanent state of anarchy, but how¬
ever, he relented towards the Americans ladies and
allowed them to hold their bazaar, which was cer¬
tainly to tbe advantage of tue poor of Home, in
who*e favo r 1700 were re-Jized, besides a number
of articles being reserved for a second sale.
?Bother hmr was held ill the ijreat hall

at I he capitoi in favor of a now hospital lor the
blind, which Hie Pope has instituted and endowed,
but which la in want or furl ner aid. Most of
the princesses and patrician datnes of Rome had
stalls and disposed of various articles at. enormous
prices, it l*;liu! the firm time that the fair members

of this urisocracy had ever condescended to officiate
in a similar manner. For fear of contact with the
"vulvar herd," access to the bazaar was rendered
more difficult than wa; consistent with the interests
of tho hospital, aud a practical Jolce was played on
the princesses, three in number, who presided over
the tea and ice department, which waa perhaps In¬
tended as a satire on .heir exoluslvunes*. A com¬
mon beggar was made sufficiently decent not to be
rcft;sed admittance with the ticket wliicu was given
to him, and he- was instructed to go to tho buffet
aud ask for a gla-a of water. Although horrified at
the appcaraui e of the intrnder, the noble lady sup¬
plied him with tho beverage, and received rrom him
in return three gold Napoleons.
The chanty was beneriied by the offering, but the

princess was very much affronted at having to re¬
ceive it from such hands, ( here were twenty-one
pruioosaea, duchesses, marcbesas and coanteases,
aiuiost ail belonging to tue Ko nan nobility, but not
ail Roman* bora. Two of these ladies were Ameri¬
can*. Donna Matlldn Sante, nee Mis* Davis, and tue
Alarchcaa Cavalette, previously Mrs. Conrad.
From the fancy lair or bazaar at the capnol I went

to the mad hospital to wttnees a dramatic and mud.
-cal entertainment at that institution, in which the
performers were convalescent palieiiu. Cardinals,
prelate* and ladies in full dress occupied tue par¬
terre of the little theatre contracted for I he occa¬
sion, snd the performance, although oalnful to wit¬
ness on some accounts, was, on the whole, very in-
tetesting.

Kvcry body was In motion during carnival. Monks,
nuns, priests, and, as I have said, even mad folks

Cnod m the general whirl of gaycty. Father Mul-
>lev, prior of the Irish Dominicans, hospitaM.v en¬

tertained two oardinais and aeveral prelates, among
whom was ArohMalop Manning, at the Convent of
San Clemento, where the excavations Have made
Fattier Mullooley's name famous. The Pope himself
formed no exception to the excitement of tno period,
and drove about visiting religious oommuttttee, tios-
pitaliSnd charitable establishments, enlivening the
city every day with his semi-gala train.

fweign n.rdimim iTEsn.
The (Chinese ambassadors have paid a visit to

Prince Napoleon, aud In the name of their impe rial
master have invited him to Pekln, because ha knows
that the I'rmceYi "fond of travelling. 0

A medlaal congress is to be held at Florence com¬

posed of medical men from all nations, the opening
of which is announced for .September 20 and the (>th
of October next as the day ofclosing..
The Russian government has con 11 noated the trena-

ury of tie Catholic convent at czenstochaw, in Po¬
land, for having placed its printing apparatus at
the disposal of tbe Insurgent! during the late rebel¬
lion.
On tbe 18th nit. the fox bnnteri of Rome had a

brilliant ran on the Campagna, and much regret
waa felt at tbvnx^occ of the ox-queen of Naples
and Miss lloamer, tbe latter being too unwffll to at-
tend.
Among the various schemes resorted to In Madrid

in order to prevent tbe regniar meeting of tho Cortes
the police recently discovered a piau to blow it up,
o.'a-tjiiy Fawses, by means of an underground par¬
age iftding from a neighboring church.
The yoong Japanese sent to Kusaia for their edu¬

cation have lefi At, Petersburg by order or their
government to retui nfeome. Those who wer . in I'srts
aud London Uave **u bt'.-n recalled, the expeuasa

of molt residence in lorope being pronounced too
greet
The municipality or An*oul6me, France, la In .

quandary. During the recent drawings lor the mili¬
tary conscription the list contained 199 names, and
by some unaccountable error the urn only had 189
number*. The ten young men thus left ont are
exempt and those who drew the fatal numbers can
appeal.
The rischieito, of Turin, represents Europe as an

old lady evidently unwell and propped np by pillows.
Turkey and Greece are importuning her with peti¬
tions for new loans. Peace, who Is acting as her at¬
tendant. remarks:."if you want me to attend upon
you until you are out of danger, pray do not pay at¬
tention to these children."
The PatQuino, of Florence, caricatures the con

duct of Greece In the recent difficulty as follows:.
Qreeoe elevated on a table Is showing the bottle trlok
to the assembled great Power.*, who are convulsed
with laughter. "Little Ureeoe has succeeded In di¬
verting all Europe for a month bv merely showing
them the devil (Turkey) in the magic bottle."
The Union lireUmne has the following:."It has

been reported that the Prinoeas Baciocchl had con¬
stituted the Prince Imperial her universal legatee
and left him a fortune of seven millions. We are In

a position to affirm, from antbentlc Information,
that, with the exception of an estate of some value
near Trieste, the Princess leaves scarcely enough to
pay the different legacies bequeathed in ner will."

CHINA.

The Coolie Trade.Thrilling Narrative of
the Voyage of the Coolie Ship Esperanza
and the Slaughter of Her Crew.Suppres¬
sion of the Macao Coolie Emigration-
China Trade With the United States.A
Chinese Criminal Court.

Shanoha*. Jan. 6, 1869.
We have received some startling revelations about

the coolie trade, condensed in information obtained
by Captain English, of the United States steamship
Iroquois.
In the month of August last a suspicious vessel

arrived In the port of Hatodadl, Japan, with some
forty Chinese coolies on board, who coula give no
satisfactory account of themselves, and the vessel
in which they arrived in port had neither flag, pa¬
pers nor commander.

It seems that in the month of October, 1867, the
Esperanza, a coolie ship, sailing under Peruvian
colors, eleared from the harbor of Macao for Cailao,
In Peru, with 300 Chinese coolies on board, and
aylved In safety and without accident at her
destined port. In the month of January, 1868,
in the harbor of Cailao, forty-seven or forty-eight of
the coolies were transferred from the Esperanza
to the Cayolta, a vessel supposed to have been un¬
der the American Hag, as she was cleared by the
American Consul in Cailao on the 16th January for
Plscamayo and Cherepe, on the coast of Feru, the
coolies being intended for laborers upon sugar plan¬
tations In the vicinity of those places. The vessel was
well supplied with stores and provisions, besides a

cargo of flour, and it Is stated that she took on
board some $15,000 In gold and silver coin. The
coolies wcro placed In the main hold and kept there,
thoir food being conveyed to them by a Chinese
cook. On the third day out, in the morning watch,
they rose, threw off the hatches and assaulted the
men on watch, four in number, with halchcts, axes,
spaaes and such other weapons as they could lay
hold of.
The mate was cut In the left shonlder with an aze.

He attempted to defend himself with a revolver, but
It missed Are; he then resorted to his knife and mor
tally wounded two of his assailants, but being bar

grossed by the coollcs he was forced to Jump over-
oard. Two other men Jumped overboard, ono leav¬

ing the marks of his bloody fingers on the
etern port where he made his exit. The
fourth man was killed in the assault.
The coollcs now having mastery of the ship lowered

a boat and despatched the men with knives while
they were struggling In the water. Upon their re¬
turn to the ship four men who had during this time
been contlned to the forecastle were brought on
deck, had their hauds tied crosswise, and being
fastened to au anchor, were dropped alive into the
sea. The Chinese cook who had served the coolies
their food now Interceded for the captain's life, as he
was the only person on board capable of navigatingthe vessel. The captain had two revolvers, with
which he threatened to shoot the coolies, but upon
being warned that he would be killed If he made any
resistance lie abstained from violence and finally
consented to navigate the Bhlp to China as the price
of liia life. Eight Chinamen were killed in the light
and one lell from aloft aud died of his Injuries. The
blood was washed from the decks, the dead bodies
thrown overboard and the ship put about for her
lung voyage across the l'a lac ocean, t ho captain
being placed under a strict guard, a prisoner on
board of his own ship.

'l no history of that lonely voyage on the Pacific
Ocean cannot be given, as no written statemeut or
memorandum from the captain has boeu found on
board, it eeems, however, from the statements
extracted from the Chinese by Captain English that
the ship drifted with the winds and currents of the
J'nciilc Ocean while four moons waxed and waned,
when aho brought u;i on an Island surrounded by
Ice, where the Inhabitants were clad in furs and
rode on sledges drawn by dogs.supposed to have
been the coast of Kamtschatka.probably the Fox
Inlands. The Celestial voyagers remained ncartheso
Islands three or lour weeks, In order to take in pro¬
visions and water and to trafllo with the natives for
skins and furs with which to protect themselves
from the Inclemency of the latitude. The water
casks had square holes cut with hatchets, which
they explained by saymg that they had to do it In
order to till the water casks with lumps of ice so
they might have water for the voyage. They made
their Hour Into cakes of bread to barter with the
natives for furs, as silver and gold had no value
among these primitive Islanders compared w.th the
stair of llfo.
The disappearance of the captain of the ship at

this point or tlu> narrative must lor the present re¬
main involved% uncertainty, a? he may have suf¬
fered the rate of his crew, or he may have escaped
on these islands.
The Chinese say that he went ashore to buy pro¬

visions, taking a bag of money and the Chinese
cook, who, as before stated, had saved his lile, and
that neither of thorn could he Induced to return
on board the ship. A statement was made by one
or the Chinamen that the captain liad received a let¬
ter by one of the Indian* before he left tneshlp, and
11 this be true, It may encourage the hope that some
friendly vessel or civilized persons were in the vicin¬
ity, and that the captaia may be heard of a.jain.
After the captain's departure they state that the ship

lost her anchor in a gale, and drifted out to sea with¬
out mariner or compass, no person on board beingable to guide her course.
In one of the Japanese l°land3 where she drifted

they purchased some provisions of the natives, and
finally came into Volcano bay, to the north of llako-
uadl, in Japan.
After waiting there some two or three wcks they

got two Japanese plio ji to take them into Hakodadu
Tne arrival of this "Anclcnt Mariner" In the har¬

bor 01 liakodadl puzzled the cousu:ar authorities
not a little, as she had no papers, carried no Hag,
bore uo name and could give no account of ner his¬
tory. She was therefore turned over to the Japanese
auuionties as a wait of the sea.

In tue thorough examination which Captain J:u«-
llsh made or the ship he lound her papers concealed
under a drawer of a desk In the room in which the
captain had been couHned as a prisoner wuile navi¬
gating tho ship, but not a word or line from the
captain could be found to give any clue to his fate
or deetsiia'ion, Tho uilce had made some havoc
with the papers, but the little they uad made led to
tha discovery of their place of concealment. Tho
Chlnr.se are Imprisoned at liakodadl, iu charge of
the Japanese authorities.
Oaputin Kngilsli asked the Governor of liakodadl

what the laws of Japan required under such cir¬
cumstances. Ho replied that as many of the Chinese
must be executed as they had murdered ot the crew,

i lie captain suggested that they might not execute tho
ringleader^ but the Uovernor replied that they must
settle mat nraoug themselves, supposing from a
Japanese standpoint that the riogioadcis would
ooiuo foiward mild commit liarl-karl In .lapauese
fashion. Tim amount or coin round on board falls
short of and If It should prove true that
$15,000 were shipped there would be a large discre¬
pancy unac counted for. The captain is reported to
have taken a small bag. Some was squandered
[anions the EeqnlmMS, and It Is rumored that l'jru-
'vian dollars have recently made their appearance as
cuirenoym Hakodadi. Pfie coolies wore tur robes,
Mibie hoods und other articles of the northern lati¬
tudes, corroborating the statement that they had
beca driven upon the coast of Kamtschatka.

It Is a strange, mvsterions tale, and if any of these
haple-s voyagers should ever live to reach nhelr na¬
tive land and write a history of their voyage across
the I aciilc ocean It will relieve the dreary waste of
Chinese literature by a romance of tho sea.

TUB MACAO'COOMl TBADSlpUri'KIWSllD.
The rollowing proclamation harbeen tasued by the

Portuguese Uovcrnor of Macao:.
The (lorere'or of ths Provisos of Macao and Timer deter-

mine* a* follows: The Portuguese Consul Id tlie port of CnJ-
lao, I.lira, hiring communicated to this forernmeotjtby . de-
spate.h dated tbe IdfOf August lest, th« horrible set commit¬
ted by a fanner In the suburbs of that elty upon forty-eight
ChIovm emlgrante who had been transported to that country
a« laborers by marklnpthem with a rod-hot iron, aa wa« for¬
merly tho diatom with African «la»ea; snd Oiat furthermore
inauy laimrere, or Cblneae qplontSU, were Waiulerlng about
the streets oi thai city nolle It ng the charity of ths public,
having been abandoned by their masters when, being muti¬
lated, they were lodged uaelets to perform the aervlees for
which they had contracted; It Is therefore determined, with
the ad/Ice of the counael, that falling the receipt of official
Information that energetio insasurse Save been taken to pro-
hlb't atrocities of such a nature, so barbarous and so con¬
trary to the elvilliatioil of tlie age, his Majesty tot determin¬
ing to the contrary, the following regulations shall be ob-
eerved: ...

r>< ffaW further notice the llesnsea eonceded hr this

Crernmeat to opes emigration houses for ths port of Waliao,
ma, shall be suit nnde<i. .....

Html Furthermore, there shall not be admitted for ei-
aminatlon by the Hupsrtntentlent of emigration and there
shall not bs registered at tbe offlee of tbe Procurator of
Chtneee Affair* contracts for)any (Ihlueso emigrants or
ootontau ilenuued as aoore mentioned.
Tlw cooiiettradc may bo numbered among the

thin i or the past, ,aa its frtnthtlul results have
causco an expression of public opinion and of public
law wh h will effectually prohibit It. A healthy

. Migration of (Auaese i«borer» may be IBdneed 10
America b) the oi gauUaUoa of proper companies;

bit the Chinese laborers wtio would agree to emi¬
rate are not able to pay the exptuse oftransporting
tuenieivea to a more profitable field of industry.

it means for their transportation were provided
hnncreds of thonsands would gladly engage for
eight »r ten years' patient labor In tun New World
for the<take of gaining a small fortune with winch
to retun to their native land; but they are not yet
preparedto become permanent colonists.

TUB CHINA TBA UK.
The "gnat expectations" expressed about the

future of he great China trade with the United
states have ltd to an examinat'on of the books of the
"Imperial inadtlme customs of China." This branch
of the imports service Is entirely under the admin¬
istration ol lorvigners, assisted oy native officials,
and is acqulrlni an efficiency and system whicti
never could havebeen hoped for under native ad.
ministration. The uumal revenue derived from *lm
source does not exceed 16,000,000 of taeis per
annum, (a tael being the unit of Chinese curreucy
and equal In commerce to 133 1-3 cents Mexican sil¬
ver currency, subject u the fluctuations in the value
of Mexican dollars). It may be as well here to re¬
mark that the Chinese government has not now and
never has had either a k>ld or silver coinage the
copper cash being the cuireucy of the people, and
sycee-silver, weighed in barv the basis of credit and
exchange, ana in some provinces there is paper
money.
TauL Maoe, Cauiarem. Cash.

110 1)0 1,000
China Imports from Great Britain and her depen¬

dencies under the British flag uerchandlse per an¬
num as follows:.

Taels.
Opium from British India 81,ouo,ei9
Merchandise 34,403,734
Total imports 65,474,053

China exports to Creat Britain and her oe-
pendencies more per annum to the vaiui
Of .. 44,811,585

Leaving a balance of lo,s.3,oos
.which is liquidated by shipments of sycee-«Uver to
British India, balance due upon the value of opium
imported.
The United States Import from China pro¬

ductions, principally tea and slix, to the Tatis.
amount annually or. .... 7,4BU,318

And finds a market in China for merchan¬
dise annually to the value of 702,003
Leaving a balance of 8,790, 715

.which Is liquidated by shipments of gold and silver
or sterling bills.
The United States, therefore, furnish a large pro¬

portion of the bullion which the Chinese pay the
British for opium. The bulllou 1b not absorbed iu
China; It goes on te India and thenoe to England.

A drain of nearly $50,000,000 annually to pay for
opium is not caioulated to enrich the Chinese ex¬
chequer, and the consumption of so much opium
may be justly considered one ol the principal causes
working the decay of the Chinese empire. It would
be devilish to suppose that the British government
deliberately planned the destruction of three or lour
hundred millions of people by the forcible introduc¬
tion of this poisonous drug, but such Is the result.
The pagan emperors fousht agaiust the introduction
of the element of destruction; but gunpowder
opened the markets for opium, and the groat Bri¬
tish trade with China does not require bullion to
equalize the exchanges. The stubborn Custom
House figures do not look favorablo to an early
gain of tne China trade by the Americans, and, in¬
deed, unless the Chinese can be induced to take
something from us besides gold and silver with
which to pay the British for opium the leas we have
of the greu Cmna trade the belter.

If the leading men of China could arouse from tho
lethargy of tUi opium stupor and employ our steam¬
boats on their inland waters, our steam engines In
their undeveloped mines and our engineers and me¬
chanics in the construction of railroads, there might
be some hope for the regeneration of the grand old
empire.

THE H1XED COURT.
A reader of S'^anghae newspapers may see every

morning reports of decisions at the "Mixed Court,"
a tribunal in Shanghae presided over by a mandarin

on the part of the Chinese government aud alter¬
nately by the Britisn aud American Consular judge
on the part of the foreigners. A few days since the
Acting Consul of her C-itannlc Majesty invited us to
attend the sitting of this unique tribunal and witness
the dispensation of Justic* according to the laws of
China. We were first invted into an inner apart¬
ment to take a cup of tea, am then, the court haviug
been opened In due form, we were seated on cither
side or the judges to witness the proceedings.
The bailiffs came In, leading about a dozen culprits

by the convenient handle of their tails or cues. TUo
accused parties upon being called tell upon their
knees before the Judges and remained in that posi¬
tion during the trial. No lawyera are admitted in a
Chinese tribunal, or I fear the poor wretches would
have needed a cushion under their knee caps befoi)
the trial ended. The investigation was simpie aud
the Judgment summary, the sentence ranging from
ten to a hundred blows of the bamboo, and irom one
to three months' punishment by wearing the caugue,
according to the enormity of tho ollence. The caucus
is made of two thick boards, with a hole In the oentru
large enough to hold a man's neck, and is opened una
closed on hinges and fastened with a padlock, po
that when the caugue Is fastened on tno neck the
head appears above a table about a yard square,
which the individual can carry about with him if he
likes, but they generally prefer resting it against
a wall or reclining upon the ground. As they can¬
not reach the mouth with their lianas they are de¬
pendent upon some relation or friend for food. A
piece of red paper is pasted on the caugue, stating
the offence and the punishment, for the Information
as well as the warning of the pni>llo. As Hentonec
was prouoanced the bailiffs expressed their appro¬
bation by a Hit out, and tlie culprit* were removed
the same way they were brought In.bv seizing their
tails and dragging them out of court. As noon as
the prisoners* dock had been cleared wo wunrtn-
vltod into an Inner chamber to partake of some re¬
freshments, and while there an attendant came iu
and, piacufg an omclal necklace around tlie Mauda-
rtu's neck, announced that the culprits were ready
to receive the sentences which had just been pro¬
nounced. It seems nocessarv for the judge to wit¬
ness the execution of his orders.
We were invited Into an adjoining courtyard,

where seats were prepared under a canopy lor the
Jndge and the spectators. As soon as he was seated
the culprits were brought up one by one aud fell on
their knees to receive the sentence of the law. They
were then removed a few feet and one at a time re¬
ceived his allotted punishment. A bailiff In a red
flannel cap, shaped like a sugar-loaf, took a twUt
around his cue and planting uia knee between tiu*
shoulder blades prostrated him upon the stones in
the courtyard, while his assistant unloosened his
breeches and tied them around lus legs to keeD hlrn
from kicking in hi* agony. A couple of imps then
approached with dat pieces of bamboo about a yard
long and two Inches wide and commenced a tattoo
upon the exposed portion of his person, counting
alond each stroke up to twenty, when they relieved
each other.

li the suffering wretch made a noise In conrt tlio
imp on It is shoulders commanded silence by driving
his face down upon the stones of the pavement by
tho convenient handle of the cae.

It was painful to witness the dcah writhe under
the stinging strokes of the elastic bamboo until bus¬
ters began to rise, and theso being broken by tha
continual tap, tap, tap of the oMretieM bamboo, a
raw was finally established In a place watch win
prevent the unfortunate wretch from sitting aown
with any comfort for some time to come.
The prisoner having received tils punishment and

decently adjusted Ms breeches falls on hm knees
before the magistrate and thanks iutn for bis
clemency. The Mandnrln reaches out hts long, bony
hand, with linger noils about an Inch long, and
quote 4 some moral uimxims from Cunfuoius and
admonishes the trembling victim to go aud sin 119
more.

THE HEW POST OFFICE.
(From the Sunday Despatch.]

We are giad to notice that Senator Conkllng'a
amendment to the new l'ost Office bill before Con¬
gress, which authorizes the Hocretary of the
treasury and the Postmaster General to exohongathe ground at the southern end of our City Hall
Hark, lately purchased as a l'ost Office sit-, fur an¬
other plot somewhere up town, has been adopted by
the Senate. We have already opposed the parte as a
sue for the new l'ost oiIIbr. We want that eti.irn
square lor a breathing and turning spot for the mul¬
titudes who crowd our great thoroughfares on either
side. Wo desire to see the space between our new
City Hall and the Ukrai.d building kept int.ict
for the people as a grand pla/a. tlie only
one left to us in the lower part or our
choked up city. Remove the palings, cut down
the trees, obliterate the walks it it be necet-ury, mid
make a spacious paved square of the land, with a
fountain or statue In Its centre, if vou pieaae, but do
not fill up our lost morsel of opnu ground down
town with piles of masonry, even though "jobs"
worth millions of money be secured to oontraotora
thereby. Let a good plaza be secured to the cltr or
let the new l'ost Office go further up, as proposed.
It would be worth $50,000,000 to the city if capital
could be concentrated to purchase all the low ground
of Centre street to the Five I'oints, Ac., Including
the Tombs, lor the purpose of raising the grade to a
level with Hroadway, and the appreciation of pro¬
perty increased by such an elevation of tho grado
would pay all the expense of the improvement.
But the men to accomplish such a work us mat are
to rise hereafter. Meantime let us keep city llall
square, the "luugi of the city," for ourselves aud
children.

[From tho Sunday Mcrcnry.JIt Is probable that the original piau of erecting the
new Post office at the tower cud of the City llall
Hark will not be adopted after all. our worthy
Mayor has notified the l'ost Office Department at
Washington that a more convenient and engiMn
site for thouncw building la the west s.ls
of the Park, opposite the block bounded by Park
place and Murray street. By cheating ihe location,
as suggested by the Mayor, a rectangular bmldliig
might T>e erected Instead of a triangular one, n>i is
now contemplated, and an edifice more In accord -

ance with architectural rules might, no put up, whicn
would also afford greater facilities to Ihe public.The change of sue will probably be agreed u,>>a
between the city and federal authorities at uu early
day.
DiaTH of a Vktfrav Sot.Diriu. Mlrliael Uelteli,who was born In the kingdom of Havana, February

2V. 17iw, died at the almshouse of VVustiiuglou
county, Md., on the 1st of March, at tho advanced
ago of seventy-nine years. The deceased was a
soldier nnder Napoleon Bonaparte dnring his memo¬
rable campaign against Itussia, when tlie city of
Moeoow was burned. He was present and wIUil-jm >d
the magnificent sight of that burning oitj and r.mo
shared In the suffering* that followed, in widen
Napoleon's army was almost entirely destroyed l,J
the severity of ft Kuasian winter../Womttorv' OW
mow.


